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by Gladstone, was grappling with the chaotic conditions in
Ireland. Under the direction of Westminster, Lord Cowper, the
Viceroy, and William E. Forster, the Chief Secretary, were
both working for justice for tenants but they were also trying
to repress tenant violence against landlords who were prac-
ticing eviction. Habeas corpus was suspended and hundreds
known or "suspected" to be connected with the tenant agitation
were thrown into jail without trial. The Irish Land League had
been banned; Michael Davitt had been sent back to Portland
Prison and Parnell was living under threat of momentary arrest.
The Irish land question naturally had aroused intense inter-
est and feverish partisanship in the United States. In New York,
Patrick Ford, editor of The Irish World and American Indus-
trial Liberator., challenged the exploitation of the Irish tenant
in these strong words which had appealed to George: "The
strength of the land agitation in Ireland will be in exact pro-
portion to how much or how little it accepts of the incontro-
vertible truth that the land of Ireland was not made for the
landlord class, or any other class, but for all Irishmen." 1S
Ford approached George with the proposition that he go to
Ireland and England to report the political situation for The
Irish World. It seemed an excellent chance—the one "I have
long waited for," as George wrote Taylor. And so he accepted
readily. He was to be paid sixty dollars a week plus transpor-
tation expenses for himself and his family.
On October 15, 1881, leaving his elder son, Henry, to work
as a cub reporter on the Brooklyn Eagle and his son Richard to
study at the Art Students' League, George and his wife, with
their two little girls, set out for England on the steamship Spain.

